Programming and Booking process for 3G pitches at 
Olympia Leisure Centre and Spa

Background 

Olympia replaced the Old Olympia leisure centre which operated from 1983 – 2016. Olympia opened officially on 24th January 2017 by Lord Mayor, Alderman Brian Kingston.

Olympia was the first centre opened as part of the BCC LTP programme and cost £21.75 million. This was part of an overall £105 million investment in leisure in Belfast.

The centre provides:
· Total size 6,000 square metres, compared with 3.600 square metres at the old centre
· 6-lane 13m x 25m pool
· 13m x 7m learner pool
· Café area with kitchen and storage facilities
· Spa area offering steam, sauna, sanarium, ice bath, Jacuzzi and three treatment rooms
· 4-court sports hall marked for basketball, 5 a side, pickleball and badminton
· Two-level 120 station fitness suite 
· Multi-purpose room and group cycle studio
· Wet and dry changing, office, reception, toilets, staff room and other ancillary facilities
· 3G pitch marked for 5-a-side / 7-a-side and 11 a side games
· Facilitation of 30 hours per week of community services programming

The availability on the 3G pitch that is open to expression of interest is one third of the pitch 18:00-19:00 on a Tuesday and Thursday evening along with full pitch availability on alternative weeks on Saturday afternoons from 12:30-16:30.

Tiered Weighting Mechanism
We at Better are really excited about working with the local community and sporting clubs.  To help us maximise participation and meet the needs of groups a set of tiered criteria has been put place for allocating bookings.  This model has been used for other centre and pitch openings in recent years i.e. Brook, Girdwood and Avoniel.  

Please see below

	Tier 1

	· Operator (GLL / Better) programmes

	Tier 2 

	· South Belfast Sports Clubs (Recognised by relevant NGB. (People and clubs accreditation)

	· Sporting NGBs / Leagues

	· South Belfast Community Groups 

	· South Belfast Education Institutions

	· South Belfast casual users

	Tier 3 

	· Other Belfast Sports Clubs (Recognised by relevant NGB. Clubmark accreditation desirable)

	· Other Belfast Community Groups

	· Other Belfast Education Institutions

	· Other Belfast casual users

	Tier 4 

	· Commercial Operators



In addition, the following information will also be considered as part of the EOI request:
· Payment on time / No bad debt 
· No complaints / Discipline issues 
· Amount of pitch hours currently booked at Olympia
Expression of Interest Timeline

	Stage 
	Timeline 

	Application stage 
	 3rd September 2026 – 10th September 2026

	Sifting stage 
	11th – 14th September 2026

	Communication with interested parties
	15th - 18th September 

	Pitch booking commences 
	W/C 28th September (Subject to completion) 



Expressions of Interest should be submitted to Aaron.McGlone@gll.org by 17:00 on Thursday 10th September.  Submissions received after the 10th September 2026 deadline will be reviewed after the communication has been carried out with interested parties and bookings confirmed.  Bookings will be reviewed quarterly by centre management team, to ensure good governance and performance.


Pricing

	Facility Hire
	2026/2027 Price

	Synthetic Pitch Full Pitch
	£73.20

	Concession: Synthetic Pitch Full pitch
	£36.80

	Synthetic Pitch Part pitch (Defined part pitch bookable unit)
	£24.60

	Concession: Synthetic Pitch Part pitch (Defined part pitch bookable unit)
	£12.30

	Synthetic Pitch Full Pitch Match Rate
	£98.40

	Concession:  Full Pitch Match Rate
	£49.20




All bookings will be paid via invoice and in advance.  
Public pitch Sessions can be booked via the Better UK app.































Expression of Interest Application

	Name of club/organisation
	


	Name of applicant
	


	Current position
	

	Location
	



	Area of interest 
	Briefly tell us your of how you meet the criteria of the relevant area of interest

	1. South Belfast or Other Belfast Sports Club (Recognised by relevant NGB. People and clubs accreditation desirable)
	




	2. Sporting NGB / League 
	




	3. South Belfast or Other Belfast Community Group
	




	4. South Belfast or Other Belfast Education Institution
	




	5. South West Belfast or Other Belfast casual user
	






	Additional Questions
	Response

	1. Have you had any issues with making payments on time or do you current hold any bad debt?
	

	2. Are there currently any complaints or discipline issues surrounding your organisation?
	


	3. How many pitch hours and thirds do you currently book at Olympia?

	



	Please outline below your proposed requirements

	Days
	Times
	Pitch Requirements
	Meeting Room / Changing Room Requirements

	

	
	
	



Signed _____________________________________________________ Dated ______________________

All Expressions of Interest applications to be emailed to Aaron.McGlone@gll.org by 17:00 
on Thursday 10th September 2026
